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Often in thought go up and down
The pleasant streets of that dear old town
And my youth comes back to me. . . .

I remember the black wharves and the slips.

And the sea-tides tossing free;
And Spanish sailors with bearded lips.
And the beauty and mystery of the ships.

And the magic of the sea.

There are more verses recalling other memories and
the beautiful and interesting surroundings among which
Henry passed his youth. His parents were educated,
refined gentlefolk who did all they could to develop their
son's talents, and from his mother especially he received
encouragement, for it was from her that he inherited
his poetic nature. His first poem to be published was
written when he was fourteen. Like most healthy boys
he was thrilled by the stories of Red Indians and their
battles, and this early poem, entitled " The Battle of
LovelPs Pond ", was a description of just such a fight
which had taken place near his home.

In 1821 Longfellow entered Bowdoin College at
Brunswick, and from there he graduated with honours
in 1825. At this time no one realised he was to become
a great national poet, and his father seems to have
hoped that Henry would follow his footsteps and study
law. For a time, indeed, the boy worked in his father's
office. Needless to say, Henry's poetic nature rebelled
against the dry-as-dust law business with its rigid regard
for cold facts and dislike of any such thing as imagina-